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Established in Kyoto, 1624, KARACHO is the only Karakami atelier in Japan that has remained in existence since the Edo period.
KIRA KARACHO is the brand produced by the husband-and-wife team of TOTO AKIHIKO and ATIKO SENDA, who is the eldest
daughter of the 11th generation owner of KARACHO.

Their artistry has expressed the beauty of Japanese culture through wallpaper and sliding door paintings that has graced
cultural treasures as well as modern interiors.

All their karakami have been hand-printed on Japanese papers with woodblocks handed down from generation to generation.
They own more than 600 woodblocks.

Providing the charm of karakami to the world, they have created products which use materials other than paper to enrich
people’s lives with the beauty of Karakami designs and colors.
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This motif originates from Kumihimo, which are traditional plaited cords
now normally used as a Kimono accessory. During kumihimao's knotting
process, multiple cords are repeatedly stacked over each other to form a line
of knots. The continual shift of the cords during this procedure is what
provides the motif’s meaning of transformation and prosperity.
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A flower motif is placed in a checkered back ground. The western-style
flower in this pattern.is called hanakurusu, which is a designed combination
of a flower and a cross. The checked pattern protects people against evils
and the shape of diamonds'symbolizes prosperity.
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Peonies have traditionally been preferred as a symbol of wealth and honor,
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as well as the seal of a supreme ruler. Of the different peony motifs, Obotan

is particularly splendid and gorgeous.
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KIRA KARACHO is the brand produced by the husband-and -wife team of TOTO
AKIHIKO and AIKO SENDA who is the eldest daughter of the 11th generation
owner of KARACHO.

They produce many kinds of custom-made Karakami to provide to temples,
shrines, commercial facilities, hotels, residences and more.

Providing the charm of Karakami to the world, they have created products
which use materials other than paper to enrich people’ s lives with their
beauty of Karakami designs and colors.
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